
A Service of Worship for Children’s Sabbath and  
 the Blessing of the Animals 

Whitefish United Methodist Church 
October 2, 2011 

 
PRELUDE 
 
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 Leader:  Bless your Creator all animals of the land. 
 People:  Let us praise and glorify our Creator together. 
 Leader:  Bless your Creator, all birds of the air. 
 People:  Let us praise and glorify our Creator together.  
 Leader:  Bless your Creator, all creatures of the sea. 
 People:  Let us praise and glorify our Creator together. 

Leader:  Bless your Creator, all children of God. 
People:  Let us praise and glorify our Creator together. 

 
GREETING 
 
These are the days that have been given to us; let us rejoice and be glad in them. 
These are the days of our lives; let us live them well in love and service. 
These are the days of mystery and wonder; let us cherish and celebrate them in gratitude together. 
These are the days that have been given to us; let us make of them stories worth telling to those 
who come after us. 
  -William R. Murry 
 
PEACE OF CHRIST 

Pastor:  May the Peace of Christ be with you. 
People: And also with you. 

 
OPENING SONG              “Rise, Shine” 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME   “How Did the Animals Help God?” 
 
PSALM 148                                                                                       No. 861 
 
TIME OF PRAYER 
 
OUR LORD’S PRAYER 
 “Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day, our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.  Amen.   

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OFFERING/OFFERTORY 
 
SONG:       “All Creatures of Our God and King”  Francis of Asissi             No. 62 
 
SCRIPTURE:                Matthew 11:25-30 
 
MESSAGE:  “They Keep Us” 
 
HOLY COMMUNION 
God’s invitation is a gift to each of us regardless of age or membership.  After you have received 
communion please proceed outside and gather animals for blessing.   
 
BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 



Leader: 
The animals of God’s creation live in the skies, the earth, and the sea. 
They share in the fortunes of human existence and have a part in human life. 
God, who offers gifts for all living things, has often used the service of animals or made them 
reminders of the gifts of salvation. 
Animals were saved from the flood and afterwards made a part of the covenant with Noah. 
The paschal lamb recalls the Passover sacrifice and the deliverance from slavery in Egypt. 
A giant fish saved Jonah; ravens brought bread to Elijah; 
Animals were included in the repentance of Nineveh; and animals share in Christ’s redemption 
of all God’s creation. 

All: 
We, therefore, invoke God’s blessing on these animals. 
As we do, let us praise the Creator and thank God for setting us as stewards over all the 
creatures of the earth. 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE ANIMALS 
 
THE INDIVIDUAL BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
(The pastor and ministers will come to you and your animal) 
 
CLOSING SONG:    “All Things Bright and Beautiful”                 No. 147 
                  
 All things bright and beautiful, all creatures great and small, 
 All things wise and wonderful: the Lord God made them all. 
 
 Each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, 
 God made their glowing colors, and made their tiny wings. 
 
 The purple-headed mountains, the river running by, 
 The sunset and the morning that brightens up the sky. 
 
 The cold wind in the winter, the pleasant summer sun, 
 The ripe fruits in the garden: God made them every one. 
 
 God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell 
 How great is God Almighty, who has made all things well. 
 
BENEDICTION 

 
 
 

Please join us for a 
pot luck picnic at 
Apgar campground 
TODAY right after 
church.  Hot dogs and 
buns will be provided 
so please bring all the 
goodies to go along 
with a fun lunch and 
afternoon.  If you 
have any questions, 
please talk to Dianne 
Grove.  
 

This year’s CROP Walk (a community event which raises 
money to end world hunger) will take place at 1 p.m. on 
Sun., Oct. 9.  Jogging, dog walking, wagons and strollers 
are welcome. Walkers are encouraged to get sponsors 

for the purpose of raising funds. 
If you would like to sign up online, donate online, or get 

your FB and email friends to 
donate online,  here's the LINK! 

www.cropwalkonline.org/whitefishmt 
 

Prayer Calendar 
for October 2 
World 
Communion 
Sunday invites 
people to 
Christ’s table 
around the earth 
and the offering 
supports racial-
ethnic persons 
pursuing 
avenues of 
ministry.   

Liturgist:  Simone Craft   Fellowship:   Jill Courtney 

THIS WEEK           
TODAY:               Sunday School after Children’s Time, Adult class at 9:15,  
                 Uppity Women at 4:00,  
MONDAY:   “Knit-Wits” knitting class 3-5 p.m. 
WEDNESDAY:    UMYF 6:30 p.m. 
THURSDAY:   Bulletin announcement deadline 5:00 p.m. 
          

UMW meets next 
Thurs. Oct. 6th, 1 pm at 
the church    Everyone 
welcome.  Alita Phelps 
will present a program 
on Palestine/Israel 
 

Interested in membership to our 
church?  Contact Pastor Debbie for 
more information.  A new member class 
and dinner will be offered this Fall.   

Just an FYI that Rachel will be out of the office 
October 14- 19 and October 21st.  

http://www.cropwalkonline.org/whitefishmt

